
Sheldon Memorial 
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William Bowes, ‘Bill’, Morrell, 1913-1981

 “For the Common Good” 

Charity, Conservation and Commerce

by Sarah Sheils, M.A.
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November 2024
7:00 p.m
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Physics Building

Room PL001

Followed by drinks reception

Tickets are free, 
but booking is 
required,
York.ac.uk/events

The Physics building is opposite the Central Hall across a footbridge or can be reached from the carpark to the right off 
Newton Way, Heslington Lane, near Fulford Golf Club. See the University map on York.ac.uk/map/

The lecture is part of the University of York Open Lecture series and can be booked online via York.ac.uk/events 
or visit: www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/william-bowes-bill-morrell-1913-1981-for-the-common-good-tickets-1022551227247

The Morrell family name is well known in the City and the University of York. John Bowes 
Morrell was one of the founding fathers of the University and his name is remembered in York 
for his lifetime’s work in protecting the beautiful environment that we enjoy. Less well known, 
but equally important is the life of his son, William Bowes Morrell, 1913-1981, to whom we owe 
not only the continuation of the work of his father, but the expansion of York Conservation 
Trust that now owns much of York City Centre and many other buildings, the York Common 
Good Trust, that supports the people of York in a very wide range of activities and also the 
establishment of the Morrell Lectures and the Centre for Toleration at the University of York. 
A great man who had a career in Newspapers and publishing and Penguin books on the 
national stage, he never forgot his home city and he worked tirelessly to pass on and enhance 
the environment he loved. This lecture aims to make him as well known as he deserves to be 
by another generation of York people.

 Trust

Yo
rk

  C
ommon  G

ood d
o


